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David vs Goliath

Telecoms often control big media

• Comcast (Xfinity wireless) : NBC
• AT&T (Warner Bros, CNN)
• Videotron (TVA in Québec)
• Rogers (Macleans/L’actualité)







Outdated standards based only on thermal effects

1800 limits MHz Source : 
Dutch Ministry of Health, July 2017
Health effects : cellphonetaskforce.org

powerwatch.org.uk

Authority

Electrical field 
strength (volts per 
meter)

USA 61

ICNIRP 58

European Union 58

Austria 58

Belgium 29

France 58

Canada 41

Greece 29

India 18

China 12

12 smart meters 8

Poland 7

Russia 7

Mitochondria damaged, memory loss 6

Switzerland 6

Italy 6

1 smart meter (peak emission) 5
Genetic damage, tomatoes 5
Cellular DNA damage, humans 5
DNA damage, 100 m from cell tower 1.9
BioInitiative (2017), Salzburg (1998) 0.6

Headaches, child behavior and concentration 0.4

Council of Europe (2011) 0.6/0.2 long term
15 m from cordless phone 0.16
Median 15 US cities, 1977 0.14
BioIniative 2012 0.1
Salzburg 3G exterior (2002) 0.06
Salzburg 3G interior (2002) 0.02
Building Biology bedrooms 0.006



France’s Abeille Law
Law No. 2015-136 of 9 February 2015, known as the "Abeille" law, relating to sobriety, transparency, information and 
consultation on exposure to electromagnetic waves reinforces the role of mayors:

- They receive and make publicly available information files transmitted by radio station operators for the 
implementation or substantial modification of a site;
- They may require a simulation of the exposure to waves emitted by a facility before it is installed;
- They may require an inventory of existing facilities.

Wireless access to the internet
• Public buildings such as town halls and libraries offering public WiFi access must mention it clearly by means of a 

pictogram in the entrance.

• The law prohibits WiFi in spaces dedicated to reception, rest and activities of children under 3 years of age.

• In primary school classes where the municipality has installed WiFi, it must be shut off when it is not used for 
educational activities. For any new installation, the municipality must inform the school council beforehand.

• Local elected representatives will be represented on the national committee of dialogue on the level of public 
exposure, under the aegis of the ANFR.

https://www.anfr.fr/controle-des-frequences/exposition-du-public-aux-ondes/le-role-des-maires/la-loi-abeille/



www.rivm.nl







Early warnings
• 2007: European Environmental Agency, Europe’s top environmental watchdog, calls for immediate action to 

reduce exposure to radiation from Wi-Fi, mobile phones and their
masts. http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/article.cfm?c_id=2&objectid=10463870

• 2008: International Commission on Electromagnetic Safety (comprised of scientists from 16 nations): 
Recommends limiting cell phone use by children, teenagers, pregnant women and the elderly. 
http://www.icems.eu/resolution.htm

• 2008: Paris, France removes Wi-Fi from four public libraries because of health
concerns. http://www.accessmylibrary.com/coms2/summary_0286-35451555_ITM

• 2008: Russian National Committee for Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection warns that cell phones are unsafe even
for short conversations. Children under 16, pregnant women, epileptics, and people with memory loss, sleep
disorders and neurological diseases should never use cell
phones. http://www.radiationresearch.org/pdfs/rncnirp_children.pdf

• December, 2010: French Parliament passes a law prohibiting advertising cell phones to children under 14; 
prohibits children up to age 14 from using cell phones in pre-schools and public schools; requires cell phones to be
labeled with SAR values and a recommendation to use headsets. http://www.enviroblog.org/2010/12/french-cell-
phone-radiation-disclosure-at-point-of-sale.html

• May 27, 2011: Council of Europe passes a resolution recommending wired Internet connections in schools, and 
the creation of radiation-free zones to protect electrosensitive people. 
http://assembly.coe.int/Documents/AdoptedText/ta11/eRES1815.htm

• August 30, 2011: The Israeli Ministry of Education publishes guidelines strictly limiting the use of mobile phones 
on all school grounds, citing children’s and youths’ increased risk of malignant tumors and the “passive exposure” 
experienced by children who do not use phones.
http://norad4u.blogspot.com/2011/09/israeli-ministry-of-education-is-going.html

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/article.cfm?c_id=2&objectid=10463870
http://www.icems.eu/resolution.htm
http://www.accessmylibrary.com/coms2/summary_0286-35451555_ITM
http://www.radiationresearch.org/pdfs/rncnirp_children.pdf
http://www.enviroblog.org/2010/12/french-cell-phone-radiation-disclosure-at-point-of-sale.html
http://assembly.coe.int/Documents/AdoptedText/ta11/eRES1815.htm
http://norad4u.blogspot.com/2011/09/israeli-ministry-of-education-is-going.html
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US Federal legislation

• The Telecommunications Act of 1996 excludes
environmental safety and health concerns as 
reasons to deny local permits for transmitting
antennas. In recent years, both states and 
local governments have been taking steps to 
further restrict the ability of individuals and 
local groups to have any input in determining
the placement of small cell antennas needed
for 5G. – Ron Kostoff



Susan Clark disagrees
Susan Clarke s.1234567@yahoo.com
• Section 704 of the Telecom Act of 1996 & the Question of 

Health
• All preemption law is black-letter law not susceptible to 

alteration, modification, or interpretation beyond that
"black letter". In brief, the actual term in that Section is
"environmental effects", not merely "environment". And as 
you well know, "health" does not appear at all. 
"Environmental" is defined as what is outside, beyond, or 
not the human body. Therefore any claim that
"environmental effects" includes "health effects" should be
thrown out the window as outrageous.

mailto:s.1234567@yahoo.com










2001
Supreme Court
of Canada 
recognizes
municipal 
right to ban
pesticides 
invoking the
precautionary
principle



Lawsuits





Châteauguay had imposed a two-year standby notice on the property specifically invoking the risk to 
the health and well-being of citizens living nearby, which was not accepted by the Court as it affected
federal jurisdiction. In fact, it does not mean that the federal government could not invoke that type of 
motive but not a city, or even a province …

It's just that it limits much the possibility for the citizen to seize a public authority near him ...

But you're right that the day a court has recognized the problem that policy will follow ... But we must 
choose our battles because if a court's decision is negative it will be the opposite and set us back for 
years ...

I often say that when you win in the environmental courts you step forward and when you lose you go 
back three ...

- Lawyer Michel Bélanger 
www.belangeravocats.ca
Class action expert and cofounder, Quebec Center for Environmental Law Center 
https://www.cqde.org/en/

https://www.cqde.org/en/
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